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Celebration of Democracy: A festival of
democracy & indianness: Indresh Kumar

New Delhi

he shn-e-

Jamhuriyat” pro-

gram organized un-

der the aegis of the
Muslim Rashtriya Manch
(MRM) at Aiwan-e-Ghalib
Auditorium in Delhi elevat-
ed the ideals of democracy,
communal harmony, and
the values of Indianness to
new heights on the occa-
sion of Republic Day. This
event was not merely a cel-
ebration but also a platform
for dialogue, highlighting
India's democratic tradi-
tions, cultural diversity, and
unique strength in unity.

The event was graced by
the presence of Indresh Ku-
mar, guide of the Muslim
Rashtriya Manch; Igbal
Singh Lalpura, Chairperson
of the National Commis-
sion for Minorities; Shahid
Akhtar, Acting Chairperson
of the National Commis-
sion for Minority Educa-
tional Institutions (NCMEID);
and Anil Gupta, Delhi Prant
Sanghchalak. The speakers
emphasized the power of
voting, the enriched status of
minorities in India, and the
importance of education and
awareness. Discussions cen-
tered on the significance of
the Republic, democratic
rights, and duties, under-
scoring that the spirit of
"Hindustaniyat” is the true
identity of the nation.
Indresh Kumar, guide of

MRM and a member of RSS
National Executive, re-

114
marked, "As the world's
largest democracy, India
celel)mles its Republic Day
dayisnotjust an
occasion but a celebration of
our constitutional values
and cultural heritage. The
Quran teaches us that pa-
triotism (Hubb-ul-Watan)
is half of faith, and the Ra-
mayana teaches that Moth-
er and Motherland are
greater than heaven.' Both
messages inspire us to love
and serve our country."

He added, "We must un-
derstand that religion is not
limited to prayer and wor-
ship. Every faith guides us
toward service, respect, and
truth." Recalling MRM’s
journey, he said, "Initially, T
trusted just 10-15 individu-
als, but these few expanded
the platform to create the
vast organization we have

& gEwraa

today. Thistime, we are tak-
ing Buddhists to the Kumbh
Mela, and many Muslims
have expressed their desire
tojoin us as well."

Anil Gupta, Delhi Prant
Sanghchalak, stated, “Voting
is not merely a formality; it
is the most eritical means to
shape the future of ourselves
and the coming generations.
The challenges Delhi faces
today—pollution, corrup-
tion, and the state of educa-
tion—are the result of poor
priorities and negligent poli-
cies over the past decade.
Every voter has the respon-
sibility to cast their vote
wisely and elect leaders who
prioritize basic amenities
Tike clean air, clean water,
and quality education.”

He emphasized, "Our na-
tion is the shared home of

Hindi, Urdu, and Sanskrit
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cultures, whose roots cannot
be harmed. While the last
thousand years of history
have seen conflict and bit-
terness, it is now time to
‘move past these divisions to-
ward unity and progress.
Voting is not just an act of
pressing a button but a
pledge to contribute to
building a strong, pr osper-
ous, and just society.”

Igbal Singh Lalpura
shared, "Minorities in India
enjoy equal rights. This na-
tion has always respected
everyone. The Constitution
grants us both rights and du-
ties. India is a heaven for mi-
norities, offering opportu-
nities to become Prime Min-
isters, Chief Justices, and ex-
cel in every field. Our an-
cestors choge their religions
willingly, but our culture
and traditions remain the

Consent for sex doesn’t extend to filming,
sharing private moments: Delhi HC

New Delhi
The Delhi High Court has
significantly held the con-
sent to have sex doesn’t al-
low capturing private mo-
ments and posting it on so-
cial media.

Justice Swarana Kanta
Sharma while dismissing
the bail application by a
rape accused said consent
did not extend to permitting
misuse and exploitation of
private images.

“Even if the consent for
sexual relations had been
given at any point in time by
the complainant, such con-
sent cannot, in any manner,
be construed as consent to
capture and post her inap-
propriate videos on social
media platforms. Consentto
engage in physical relations
does not extend to the mis-
use or exploitation of a per-
son’s private moments or
their depiction in an inap-
propriate and derogatory
manner,” the court held in a
January 17 verdict.

The accused, in the pres-
ent case, alleged it was a case
of a “long friendly relation-
ship” turning sour owing to

Delhi court to
hear defamation
plea against BJP
MP Bansuri
Swaraj on Feb 1

__ NewDehi
A Delhi court is likely to
hear arguments on Feb-
ruary 1 on whether to take
cognisance of a defama-
tion complaint filed against
BJP MP Bansuri Swaraj
by AAP’s Satyendar Jain.

Additional chief judicial
magistrate Neha Mittal on
Wednesday posted the
matter after noting that
Jain has handed over the
documents related to the
complaint to Swaraj.

“Certain  documents
have filed on behalf of the
complainant. Copy of the
same has been supplied to
counsel for proposed ac-
cused no.1... Put up for
further arguments on the
point of cognisance on
February 1, 2025,” the
judge said.

the woman failing to repay
aloan he gave

Refusing to grant any re-
prieve, the court said even if
the initial sexual relation-
ship between the parties
was consensual, the alleged
subsequent acts of the ac-
cused were “clearly Tooted in
coercion and blackmail”.

“While the first sexual en-
counter may have been con-
sensual, the subsequent
ones were allegedly based on
blackmail, with the accused
taking advantage of the
videos to exert control over
the complainant. The ac-
cused’s actions in preparing
the videos and using them to
manipulate and sexually ex-

ploit the complainant pri-
ma-facie reflects a strategy
of abuse and exploitation,
transcending any initial con-

sensual interaction,” it said.
d

weaponise” her marital sta-
tus and professional back-
ground to diminish the grav-
ity of the allegations was
“unacceptable”.

The mere fact that, said
the court, the complainant
worked in a massage parlour
could not be used to dimin-
ish the seriousness of the al-
leged offences committed
against her when there was
no evidence of her engaging
in illicit or unlawful activi-
ties.

The complainant alleged
she was lured by the ac-
cused who also gave her Rs
3.5lakh inloan to enrol in a
course but

It prima facie a
that the accused had ex-
ploited his relationship un-
der the guise of a loan trans-
actionbut such an arrange-
ment — even between
friends — did not entitle
one party toexploit the oth-
er's vulnerability or dignity,
the court said.

The court rejected the ac-
cused’s plea that being mar-
ried, the woman was mature
enough to understand the
significance of her actions,
and said an “attempt to

gan blackmailing his to
comply with his sexual de-
mands.

She alleged by 2023 end,
the accused came to Delhi
and showed an allegedly ob-
jectionable video of her on
his cellphone and forced
her to have sex for two days
while threatening to make
the videos public.

He reportedly posted the
content on social media plat-
forms such as Facebook,
‘WhatsApp, and Instagram.

Jailed J&K MP Rashid Engineer
moves Delhi HC in terror case

New Delhi
Jammu and Kashmir MP
Rashid Engineer on
Wednesday moved the Del-
hi High Court over bail ina
terror-funding case.

The matter would come
up on January 23 before
Justice Vikas Mahajan.

In his plea, Rashid prayed
for an expeditious ruling
on theissue of his release on
bail, which is currently
pending before a trial court.
He is also believed to have
said the matter could be
decided by the high court.

“The bail application for
Engineer Rashid has been
filed and is listed for hear-
ing in the Delhi High Court
on January 23," Inam in
Nabi, the chief spokesman
of Awami Ittehad Party said
on Wednesday.

Nabi said the party would
continue to make efforts to
ensure justice for the jailed

iR

MP.

“Engineer Rashid has al-
ways been a voice for the
marginalised and a strong
advocate for the democrat-
ic aspirations of the people
of Jammu and Kashmir.
His continued incarcera-
tion is deeply concerning
and a disservice to the prin-
ciples of democracy and
justice,” said the
spokesman.

On December 24 last
vear, additional sessions
judge Chander Jit Singh
dismissed Rashid’s plea

urging him to prenounce
the verdict on his pending
bail application.

The trial judge said at the
present stage he could only
decide the miscellaneous
application and not thereg-
ular bail plea.

The case was sent back to
the ASJ by the district judge
for hearing.

The ASJ court requested
the district judge to transfer
the case to a court desig-
nated to try lawmakers
since Rashid was now an
MP.

His counsel and the NIA
had jointly sought the mat-
ter to remain in the trial
court already hearing it.

Apart from the NTA case,
the ASJ also recommended
transferring a connected
money laundering case and
Rashid's regular bail plea to
the court meant for law-
makers.

same. We must preserve
this unity and work toward
making India a developed
nation."

Shahid Akhter said, "The
Muslim Rashtriya Manch
has always prioritized
democracy, education, and
national interest. The plat-
form teaches us 'Vasudhai-
va Kutumbakam' (the world
is one family) and the true
values of Indian culture, in-
spiring us to view the world
as a family. Today's voter
‘will shape tomorrow's India.
‘We must ensure every citi-
zen exercises their voting
rights wisely and with
awareness.”

He added, "We must rise
above narrow identities of
majority and minority and
move forward as 'Hindus-
tanis.' It is essential toleave
behind caste, religion, and
sectarian divisions to con-
tribute to building a devel-
oped and empowered In-
dia. Today, we must priori-
tize not only our rights but
also our duties.”

The Hindi edition of the
book Waqf Bill 2024: Re-
spect to Islam and Gift for
Muslims  was grandly
launched during the event.
Co-authored by Prof. (Dr.)
Shahid Akhtar, Dr. Shalini
Ali, Shiraz Qureshi (Advo-
cate), and senior journalist
and social activist Shahid
Sayeed, the book was de-
seribed as a landmark doe-
ument for the effective man-
agement and social use of

Atishi accuses B]JP’s Ramesh
Bidhuri of perpetrating
“hooliganism”

New Delhi
Ahead of the upcoming as-
sembly elections, Delhi
Chief Minister Atishi on
Wednesday accused the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) of creating an at-
mosphere of “terror” in the
Kalkaji assembly con-
stituency, levelling serious
allegations of “hooligan-
ism”and use of “profanity”
against Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) workers by Ramesh
and his associates.

Launching a scathing at-
tack on BJP candidate Bid-
huri and demanding action
from the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) on
the matter, Atishi said that
heand his workers werein-
dulging in hooliganism.

“Ramesh Bidhuri and his
workers are not contesting
elections, they are doing
hooliganism. We demand
from the Election Com-
mission that action should
be taken in this matter,”
Atishi said in a press con-
ference.

She said that people
claiming to be nephews of
Bidhuri were threatening
AAP workers while grab-
bing their collars and
“burning” the campaign
materials including pam-
phlets.

“Ever since Rakesh Bid-
huri is contesting elections
from Kalkaji, BJP has cre-
ated an atmosphere of ter-
ror in the Kalkaji Vidhan
Sabha region. In every area,
BJP workers, and some
people who claim to be the
‘bhatijas (nephews)’ of
Ramesh Bidhuri, are
threatening AAP workers,
grabbing their collars. They
are snatching and burning
the campaign materials,”
Atishi said.

Meanwhile, AAP nation-
al convener Arvind Kejriw-
al also joined the news con-
ference and said that the
events described by Atishi
were not limited to one as-
sembly constitueney. “What
Atishi said is not limited to
just one assembly con-
stituency. BJP hasresorted
to hooliganism,” he said.

“Any party or candidate
resorts to violence only
when they see that it is im-
possible to win peacefully.

‘Wagf properties. The speak-
ers hailed the book as a his-
torie step, noting its poten-
tial toempower the Muslim
community and inspire re-
forms in Waqf property
management for societal
welfare.

The program, organized
by MRM Delhi Prant, wit-
nessed active participation
from several leaders, in-
cluding Hafiz Sabrin, Imran
Chaudhary, Faiz Khan, Dr.
Shaista, and Shabana
Sheikh, alongside numer-
ous Delhi-based workers.

Speakers stressed that the
challenges India faces can
only be resolved through
dialogue, consensus, and
an inclusive approach. The
program reaffirmed India’s
strength lies in its com-
munal harmony, demo-
cratic values, and the prin-
ciple of "Vasudhaiva Ku-
tumbakam,"” which views
the world as one family.
This event highlighted the
greatness of India's Re-
public, cultural diversity,
and the message of mutu-
al respect and brother-
hood.

The Jashn-e-Jamhuriyat
platform demonstrated
that unity in diversity is In-

Court sentences rape
convict to jail time
already undergone

New Delhi
ADelhi court has sentenced
a convict in a minor’s rape
caseto five years' imprison-
ment which he already un-
derwent observing it must
not be swayed by emotions
and follow judidial principles.

The verdict paves way for
the release of the 40-year-old
convict.

Additional sessions judge
Babita Puniya was hearing
the arguments on sentencing
against the man who was
charged for rape under IPC
and the Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) for committing ag-
gravated sexual assault.

Special public prosecutor
Sharawan Kumar Bishnoi
said the convict did not de-
serve any leniency.

The December 13 order
said a court couldn't ignore
the principles laid down by
the Supreme Court on sen-
tencing. It said in the inter-
estof justice, a sentence pro-
portionate to the offence’s
gravity had to be imposed.

“Excessive punishment
does not serve the interest of
justice or society,” it said.

The convict was stated to
be the minor survivor's
neighbour and despite being
in a position of trust, lured

and sexually assaulted the
child.

“Thus, his behd\'murvulth
her was not onlya disgusting
abuse of physical power but
also a violation of trust as a
neighbour. He acted in a
manner unacceptable in our
society,” the court said.

It noted the convict had al-
ready spent 5.4 years in
prison.

“I consider a sentence of
imprisonment for the period
already undergone by the
convict with a fine of Rs
10,000 appropriate,” the
Jjudge said.

“This would provide just
retribution, adequate pro-
tection to society and make
the convict realise the grav-
ity of his act, while alsoleav-
ing scope for rehabilitation,”
the judge said.

‘The court awarded Rs 8.25
lakh in compensation tothe
survivor. A case was regis-
tered against the accused
under Sections 376-AB (pun-
ishment for rape on a
woman under twelve years of
age)/511 (punishment for
attempting to commit of-
fences punishable with im-
prisonment for life or an-
other imprisonment) of the
1PC and under provisions
of the POCSO Act.

dia's soul, and preserving it
is a shared responsibility.
Through such events, the
significance of the Repub-
licand the depth of Indian
culture are conveyed not

NORTH CENTR

Tender Notice No.: DY-CE-C-I-JHS-2025-01

). North central Railway, Jhansi for and
behalf of the president of India invited E-tender up 10 15:00 hrs on the closing date |
11.02.2025. The detail of the tender are as under--

Deputy Chief Engineer (Constructior

AILWAY

Dated: 18.01.2025

only to the nation but to
the world at large.

Tender No.; DY-CE-C-1I-JH5-2025-01, Description of work: Maintenance of
track (New line) between DWA-New LAR Town & BWR-TKA section under

ADENMIL for 1Bmonths.

Approx Cost : 2 72,66,432.40

[ Earnest Money - ¢ 1.45.400.00

Complation Period: 18 (Eightean) Months including harvest & monsoon period

Validity: 60 Days | Closing dateltime: 11.02.2025 at 15:00 Hrs.

Note: For complete detall and submission

website hitp://www.ireps,gov.in

[#] North central railways

‘Oftender please vist Indian Railway's
127125 (MG)
[] @ CPRONCR @ www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in

BJP is heading towards a
historic defeat in Delhi. It
will be written in history
that a party will lose so
badly,” Kejriwal added.
Taking a dig at Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
and Delhi Police, Kejriwal
said that police were now
campaigning for the BJP
while helping “goons” in-
dulging in hooliganism.
“Amit Shah has now taken
charge and the entire Dcl-
hi Police is n

For the convel

nce of rail passengers, Railways
have decided to run the following Reserved Special
Express Trains as per details mentioned below:-

040 De Ro abarma 0
De Re pecial Expre p
Train No. 04014 T Train No. 04013
Ar. | Dep. Ar. | Dep.
- 08:10 | Delhi Sarai Rohilla| 23.00 =
00:30 i 05:30

Days of Run: 04014 Ex Delhi

(Friday)and 04013 Ex Sabarmati on 25.01.2025 (Saturday)

ing for BJP. They help BJP
goons in committing hooli-
ganism. Money, goods, and
sarees are being distrib-
uted and the police were
helping in this,” he added.
Furthermore, the Delhi
CM narrated various inci-
dents alleging hooliganis:

1st AC, AC2
Stoppages: Delhi Cantt,,

Gurgaon, Rewari Jn., Alwar Jn.,
Jaipur Jn., Kishangarh, Ajmer Jn., Beawar, Marwar Jn., Falna,
Abu Road & Palanpur Jn, Stations

Sarai Rohilla on 24.01.2025

Tier& AC 3Tier.

from the side of BJP work-
ers, saying that AAP ward
president Arun Chauhan
from Giri Nagar was
abused by BJP’s Rajeev
Bhati, who claims to be a
nephew of Bidhuri.

“On January 15, in the
Giri Nagar area, AAP ward
president Arun Chauhan
and our women wing team
were campaigning door-
to-door. BJP’s Rajeev
Bhati, who claims to be a
nephew of Bidhuri, abused
our party workers, snatch-
ing away the pamphlets

0 063 Delhi Sarai Rohilla - Sabi 0
Train No. 04064 STATIONS f Train No. 04063
Arr, Dep. Arr. Dep.
~ | 08:10 | Delhi Sarai Rohilla| 23.00 -
00:30 - Sabarmati - 05:30

Days of Run: 04064 Ex Delhi

(Saturday) and 04063 Ex Sabarmati on 26.01.2025 (Sunday)
Accommodation: 1st AC, AC2Tier, AC3Tier & Sleeper.
Stoppages: Delhi Cantt, Gurgaon, Rewari Jn., Alwar Jn.,
Jaipur Jn., Kishangarh, Ajmer Jn., Beawar, Marwar Jn. Falna,
Abu Road & Palanpur Jn. Stations
For any kind of information, passengers are
requested to contact RailMadad Helpline No. 139
or visit Indian Railways Website
https:/lenquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Sarai Rohilla on 25.01.2025

they had,” Atishi added.
She further alleged that
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